
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SITUATION REPORT NO. 2 
INCIDENT NO. 2004-014 

DATE:  February 11, 2004    Time: 6:00 p.m. 

TO: Governor John Hoeven 
 State Capitol 
 Bismarck ND  58505 

1. NATURE OF DISASTER:  Severe Winter Weather – Excessive snow and 
high winds are creating drifts up to 20 feet, impeding snow removal efforts 
throughout the state.  County emergency managers have reported township 
and county snow removal resources are not sufficient to move snow in a 
timely matter.   

2. DEATHS AND INJURIES:  No change from previous reports. 

3. DAMAGES:  The National Weather Service (NWS) issued blizzard warnings 
throughout February 10 and 11, 2004, as an Alberta Clipper moved through 
the state with strong northwest winds that created ground blizzard conditions. 

Counties throughout the state provided the following reports:   

BOTTINEAU:  The County Emergency Manager has reported high winds and 
blizzard conditions, resulting in blocked roads.  The NWS has reported over 
47 inches of snow to date.  The county is checking with private contractors to 
assist with snow removal. 

BOWMAN:  Blizzard conditions deteriorated rapidly throughout the afternoon 
of February 10 resulting in “white-out” conditions by 4:00 p.m. MST.  Visibility 
remained near zero most of the evening but had improved to one-quarter to 
one-half mile by the morning of February 11.  Wind velocities averaged 38 
miles per hour with gusts up to 47.  Road conditions varied from snow packed 
and icy to intermittent clear stretches throughout the county. Most county 
roadways remain blocked. Snow plows and rescue vehicles were recalled as 
conditions worsened. Rescue efforts of stranded motorists were conducted 
between 10:30 p.m. on February 10 through 12:30 p.m. on February 11. One 
individual, presumed lost when walking home, was later located at his 
residence by a rescue team. Six motorists, stranded south of U.S. Highway 
85, were taken by a rescue team to Bowman where they were housed in 
motel rooms. Two other teams found unoccupied vehicles. The Bowman 
County Sheriff’s Office provided food and assistance to a stranded truck 
driver found near Gascoyne on N.D. Highway 12.  



     
  
BILLINGS:   Roads are still in extremely poor driving condition due to the 
snow, blowing snow and moderate temperatures, which caused moist roads 
to freeze.  On February 10, the Billings County Sheriff issued a “no travel 
advisory” for the county. Wind gusts were reported up to 45 miles per hour.  
In addition, the county courthouse and local schools were closed.  On 
February 11, wind gusts were reported from 30 to 35 miles per hour (mph) in 
the area.  No travel has been advised on Highways 85 and 16.   

DIVIDE:  County officials reported on the morning of February 11 that local 
snow removal equipment and six county snow plows were pulled off 
roadways due to the inclement weather conditions.  Winds were blowing from 
the northwest at 25 to 30 mph.   

GOLDEN VALLEY:  The County Emergency Manager indicated snow 
conditions are worsening.  Visibility was initially poor on most roads but 
improved as the day progressed.  Many roads are icy and snow compacted.   
Sixty to 75 stranded travelers, who were traveling in separate Greyhound 
buses, and other highway travelers were temporarily housed at a local church 
and with local residents in the town of Beach. 

MCHENRY COUNTY: The courthouse opening was delayed until 10:00 a.m. 
on February 11 and closed 4.5 hours later at 2:30 p.m. Unoccupied vehicles 
were found along Highway 2 and county roads.  

MOUNTRAIL:  Local officials reported blizzard conditions were prevailing on 
February 10.  Additional snow is accumulating.  School buses were not 
running.   

RAMSEY:  On February 11, strong north winds of 20 to 30 mph were causing 
blowing snow and reduced visibility. Before the storm, officials had reported 
74 inches of snow.  Schools have been closed, activities have been cancelled 
and numerous township roads are blocked.  Several local farmers are using 
their own snowplows and snow blowers to help clear roads. High winds and 
weather conditions have impeded firefighting efforts at a grain elevator; the 
fire began two nights ago. 
 
STARK:  Because of storm conditions on February 10-11, a “no travel 
advisory” was issued for Highways 22, 10 and 85.  Visibility was reduced to 
near zero at times.  Roads were reported as icy.  Wind gusts resulted in one 
vehicle being “pushed” off of Highway 22 near Dickinson. 
 
WILLIAMS:  Local officials report that Williams County has experienced 
blizzard conditions since noon on February 10 until noon February 11.  Many 
township and county roads remain impassable due to snow drifts.  Roads that 
are open are ice covered.  Several schools within the county closed including 
daytime classes for Williston State College.   The Trenton Indian Service Area 
was also closed. State, county and city graders and plows are out in force, 
including private contractors.  The local radio station is broadcasting school 
and event closures, road conditions and asking people to stay at home until 
visibility increases and conditions of roads are known. 



 

4. RESOURCES: 

LOCAL:  In addition to previous reports, local agencies responding include 
fire departments. 

STATE: In addition to previous reports, the N.D. Game and Fish Department 
provided a four-wheel drive vehicle and driver to assist with search and 
rescue efforts in Bowman County. 

FEDERAL: No change from previous reports. 

5. VOLUNTEER ACTION: No change from previous reports.     

6. MAJOR ACTIONS:  Governor John Hoeven today issued a statewide snow 
emergency declaration for North Dakota because heavy snowfall, snow drifts 
of up to 20 feet and continuing storm conditions have impeded snow removal 
efforts. The State Operations Center (SOC) has been receiving reports from 
several counties where officials are involved in heavier than normal snow 
removal and transportation route maintenance. The NWS has reported near 
record snowfall in some areas of the state; the state is one-half of the way 
through the winter season. This declaration will provide public awareness 
regarding the potential health and public safety dangers of snow and wind 
occurrences; it will provide the opportunity for local officials to communicate 
and cooperate with intra-jurisdictional agreements.  It also gives local officials 
the ability to adjust items within their budgets for flexibility to prioritize 
emphasis on snow removal. The gubernatorial action also activates the SOC 
so that conditions can be appropriately and continually monitored. 

 
7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED:  No change from previous reports. 

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE:  No change from previous reports. 

9. OTHER INFORMATION:  The N.D. Division of Emergency Management’s 
Situation Reports are posted on the Division’s Internet home page. The 
address is http://www.state.nd.us/dem. 

 

___________________________ 
Douglas C. Friez, State Director 


